Tuesday, September 14
1 Corinthians 13:1 - 14:40

In chapter 12 Paul reminded the congregation that no gift was more important than another. The Corinthians had apparently, in their desire to flaunt God’s gifts as signs of their superiority, rejected or ignored many gifts of the Spirit and pursued only those gifts that would bring them recognition and make them feel more important. One of the gifts that they pursued was that of speaking in tongues. Out of a fear that the gift of “tongues” could be again misunderstood by modern Christians, some scholars have claimed that the gift was false and did not come from God. Paul, however, says clearly that he had received the gift so we cannot reject its validity. However, when the gift came to dominate the worship service and serve as an “Are you as good a Christian as I am?” litmus test, Paul had to again take the Corinthians to task. 

Paul thus writes the most wonderful passage on love that is in existence. Even if you have never read his letters before, you have almost undoubtedly come into contact with some of his words. He tells us that when truly acting in love we will always be concerned about the person whom we love more than we are concerned about ourselves. All of Paul’s instructions about love relate to one Greek word—agapé.  This is important because Greek, unlike English, had several words for love. For instance the word for lustful love was eros, and the word for brotherly love was philios. Agapé signified a selfless love; love like that of Christ for His flock. Paul says that no gifts, even gifts of the Spirit, can be appropriately practiced without it. Without genuine, caring love, the gifts will echo with the hollowness of a brass gong. The Corinthians had used God’s gifts to enhance their own arrogance instead of receiving them and using them in love and humility. 

Paul then tells the congregation that the gifts that they most sought were temporary. Someday Jesus will return and these gifts will cease completely. The three gifts that will endure and contribute most widely to the kingdom are Love, Faith, and Hope. 

In chapter 14 Paul continues to explain his instruction. Apparently the practice of the gift of tongues had become disruptive in the worship service. Paul explains that babbling in tongues without interpretation does nothing to edify the church and may in fact drive unbelievers away from hearing the gospel. Paul seems to describe praying in the spirit as a gift of tongues to use privately, and that public use of the gift of tongues was primarily for prophecy and witness, but only if someone present could interpret the message. Paul clearly says that the primary purpose for the gift of tongues was to reach an unbeliever in his own language. Paul considered both tongues and prophecy valid gifts for use in the church, and believed that all members of the congregation could have valid input for the edification of the church during worship. 

In verse 34 Paul again returns to the women of the congregation, some of whom had apparently contributed to the dissension and confusion present in the church.  What he meant is the subject of much discussion among theologians as well as Bible studies! It is perhaps meaningful that in the Greek, Paul says “the women”, so he may well be speaking of a specific group of wives that had become arrogant and even opinionated in the worship service (verse 36). From his words in chapter 11 we know that he did not prevent all women from speaking or prophesying in the worship service (11:5). And, we again take note of his respect and recommendation of Phoebe, Lydia, Priscilla, and other women who served within the church in positions that certainly seem to have been ones that would entail sharing thoughts with their fellow Christians within a worship setting. 
